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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES OF SMYNTHURUS. 



BY JNO. A. RYDER. 
Smynthurus quadrimaculata, Nob. 

Dark brown, nearly black on the sides ; median dorsal and ven- 
tral surfaces lighter; spring and middle of legs still more pale. 

Its distinguishing character consists in the two pure white spots, 
low down on each side of the abdomen, the posterior ones larger 

than the anterior by one-third to one- 
half, are arranged, when the back of 
the animal is viewed from above, in an 
equilateral quadrangle. The surround- 
ing dark color immediately bordering 
the white spots is intense, but becomes 
paler more remote from them in all 
directions, and especially on the middle 
of the back. Antennae four-jointed, 
smynthuriform, resembling those of S. 
Bourletii, Gerv. 

Length from front of head to tip of 
abdomen .5 mm.; vertical diameter of 
abdomen .3 mm.; width of abdomen .23 mm. 

This remarkably beautiful little Collembolan was found in com- 
pany with a large species of Papirius, apparently near P. ornatus, 
Nieolet, feeding on a polyporous fungus which grew on a stump in 
a damp, shady ravine in East Fairmount Park. It is one of the 
smallest of our American species of Smynthuridse, and is totally 
distinct from any described by Say, Harris, or Fitch, some of 
which are no doubt Papiriidse. It may be one of the species 
which the latter entomologist mentions as being known to him, 
but to which he did not give names. The descriptions of both 
Harris and Fitch, in the absence of good figures, are vague and 
unsatisfactory. 

The species I have no doubt will prove to be one new to science. 
In form it greatly resembles the S. Bourletii, but in marking and 
color it is so totally distinct that it would be immediately recog- 
nized as different. 




